Christ Our L eader

INTRODUCTION

Everyone is interested in developing personaligth@lic leaders (and indeed, all Catholics) arexeption,
nor should they be. Through perfecting their owrspealities they can more frequently lead otheiGHast.

Some persons think that they can, by imitating soreeelse, make their personalities the same asnhevho
is admired. This is not only difficult, it is a mtécal impossibility because each individual's merality is totally
different from everyone else’s.

Personality is not a mere matter of one qualitamother; it is (not to become too technical) thea $atal of
the characteristics, tendencies, abilities, baakgdp culture - in fact, of everything that makesangconstitutes
an individual - and the way these things  amddbmposite of these qualities impress other people

If it were possible to find a perfect personalityen it would be not only desirable, but sensilolé mtelligent
to try to acquire the characteristics of that perso

There has been one Personality Who throughouthaoesand years has been found perfect. This Pesssm i
attractive that, He has drawn others to Him, hapined others to follow Him. If we, then; as Catbsland
Catholic leaders, would wish others to be attratbedals and to follow us in our aim to extend Chsigtingdom,
we should try to be perfect, to be like Him.

THE PERFECT PERSONALITY BELONGS TO CHRIST

1. Christ is the perfect model for all personaditi€hrist practised all virtues even to the poirth@roism. His
motives were always perfect.

Christ was in perfect accord with the wishes aredvifil of God: He loved His fellow-men with a loggeater
than any other man: He loathed sin and all appesth sin, even while loving the sinner:  Hisd@aality still
holds a universal appeal. All classes, all natiatisages of both sexes, find Him attractive. QtgiPersonality is
magnetic, drawing all people to Himself, as a pdweanagnet. His Personality is capable of powenfuitation,
permitting the most learned and the most ignoitasthumble, the poor, and the sick - all to learmtitate Him
because He is all-perfect.

2. Christ is capable of imitation. In becoming M&mrist became like to us in all things except Bior. thirty
years He led an ordinary and hidden life. He wdgesit to His parents, Mary and Joseph, and to titteoaity of
the State. He was a wage-earner, a toiler. He kaekof sleep, and fatigue. He knew successeseamges. He
had to exercise great patience. He knew physicdl raoral torture. He was a Man of the most delicate
sensibilities; yet, because He loved God and Higviemen, He persevered in spite of rebuffs andikels.

He was a man with pure intentions, admirable ferytinitless generosity, firm determination and stamcy.
His charity exceeded the charity of all the resth&f world. His thoughtfulness in taking the iriti@, in doing
things for us and for our welfare, even before wevk they had to be done, is unparalleled.

3. Catholic leaders, then, must follow Christ ieyhwould be perfect. We must ask ourselves whether
motives are pure, whether our intentions are haaedtdirect, and whether our method of working theen like
Christ’'s. We must strive to do as He did, do asadeld do if He were working with us, visibly, onrdatoday.
We need Christ’s characteristics if we are to sedda His work.

We must pray for guidance, then, for courage angdoseverance. We must give ourselves to Him endib
magnetism draw us to Him that we may know Him npedectly and intimately.

CHRIST THE KING

In considering the Kingship of Christ we recognilae fact that Christ was a King. He came from tinal
household of David. His human nature was descefrdadthat long line of noble men and women who wéee
forebears of Mary and Joseph.

Catholic leaders may take courage from meditatingsome of the virtues shown by Christ, the King th
Ruler, the Leader, the Man.



1. The purpose of a ruler is to balance libertyhviéw and order. Christ gave to everyone a libdrgt was
real; it was a matter of permitting people a freeice. Christ preached the law of God, the Fated,gave to all
men a set of definite precepts by which they shbelduided in that law. He accepted the Ten Commants of
God and interpreted them. His Sermon on the Moafihed definitively what men should do for the gehend
special good of mankind.

In the human order men cannot be expected to faliis if they are ignorant of them. That all mighow the
laws in order to follow them. Christ promulgate@nihwidely. He preached to the multitudes. But Herdbre;
He left behind Him a teaching body that everyomeufhout all ages might know the law.

But Christ did not force the acceptance of thesesriHe allowed men to choose freely. He had gihhem a
noble freedom of the will and permitted them théihity to exercise their choice. Even in the catdumlas, when
Christ’'s Sacred Heart must have bled for one whibthened against Him and His Father. He left himn liberty
to choose whether he would be loyal or traitorous.

2. Christ’'s Kingdom is of the spiritual order. Thigs not because He did not know or because Héooked
human nature and the handicaps thereof. He tookaiotount all of the foibles and jealousies anfistgless of
man; yet He constantly preached and prayed and agietually. He offered the Kingdom of His Fattterall
who would take up their cross and follow Him. Hewlkd the misery that would result from those whaltdie
the things of the material order alone, those wiedttze children of Mammon. The beatitudes. whi@ @hrist’s
promise of a sure and eternal reward, are all@&giritual order.

Above all else, Christ prayed His prayer and taugjetApostles how to pray: “Our Father, Who arheaven
. ... Your Kingdom come . . . on earth as itsstain heaven.” The Apostles then and now arermsioned to
bring, with God'’s help, that Kingdom to earth.

3. Christ's platform was based on love. Never ditti€ preach, act, or recommend hatred. Constaihly
showed the love of His Father and gave us repeatadples of Christian charity. He showed love of Hi
neighbour, of His enemies, of those who loved Hid af those who despised Him. Even on the Crosenvide
was being crucified for man, He prayed to the hegvEather for those who were putting Him to deéHather,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” lasvon the Cross, too, that He forgave Dismas aowhiped
him paradise. Dismas admitted his crime, acceptedgunishment, and showed sorrow. Christ forgaue hi

4. Christ’'s Kingdom is for all. In this world, diapate as it is, Christ offered His Kingdom to tidhrand the
poor, to the healthy and the sick, to the just #nedunjust. He gave His message to individualsHadave it to
the multitudes. He told His Apostles how preciowswne human soul. He grieved over the loss ofpenson
and, through homely parable, reminded us of thptsdrel who would seek one lost sheep. Constanthyatethat
Shepherd ready to seek and bring home one of Higltzk.

Through His lowliness, His mildness, His obediera®,well as through His wisdom, His majesty and His
beauty, Christ appealed to all men. He left FoadHis subjects, the Living Water and the Bread i6¢ Lthat all
might be saved to His Father. He showed no patjalo injustice. While firm always, He was gent#as He
not willing to sit without the gates of Jerusalereeping and hoping that He might gather the peaplElis
Kingdom, even as a hen would her chicks ?

5. Christ founded His Kingdom on the virtue of oleede. He came down into the world in obediencHito
Father. He lived His life according to the Will Glod. He preached not His own law, but the law of Rather.
He constantly enjoined deep, internal obedienaeileng submission of the individual will to a Highn Will. He
acted, and left for our emulation, the most peréaguiescence of His freedom when He said, “Notwil, but
Yours, be done.”

Christ was obedient to the civic laws. He showeav lthey contributed to right order. But the greater
obedience was always that heroic obedience of thé and heart and will to God.

Christ was obedient even unto death. Knowing thatlaw would persecute Him for it, He answeredt®ila
(when he asked, “Are You a King, then?”) with: “Yeaid it. | am a King. For this was | born, forslgame |
into the world, that | should give witness to the&h.” Truly this was heroic obedience!

6. Catholic leaders then, imitating the PersonalftZhrist, take to themselves the model of ChhistKing.
the Ruler, the Leader. To be given power in Hisseds a glorious thing. If we would be good leadeesmust be
as like to Him as we can be in order that we cavesdim best. We give glory to Him and to His reamorder
that Christ will reign in our hearts; then we cavegChrist to the world.



CHRIST THE PRIEST

With the rebirth of the liturgical movement in tldwurch almost synchronously with the call to thigyléor
participation in the apostolate of the Hierarchwti®lic, leaders have become more conscious of tiei
priesthood (the priesthood of the Faithful).

While Our Blessed Lord had three great officeauttil fiwhile on earth, that of a Prophet or Teachbat of the
High Priest of the New Dispensation, and that ofndSiCatholic leaders, whether priests or co-prjegitge
consideration to the personality of the Priesthob@hrist if they would imitate Him in their leadsdip.

A priest is one whose chief function is that of sfup.

This worship takes the unigue form of sacrifice.

Christ, the Priest, gave perfect worship. He garaplete sacrifice.

While the literal meaning of “priests” comes frometword meaning “elder,” the liturgical expressioh
bridge-builder (pontifices) is one recognized Hysaldents and familiar to Catholic leaders whotayimg to live
the life of the Church fully and completely.

1. The Priesthood of Christ was necessary aftefathef man. In order to re-instate man in the enatural
order after Adam had deliberately fallen from gracehe Garden of Eden, it was necessary for Oneffar
perfect homage of obedience to God the Fatheraf mecessary for a Mediator (Bridge-builder) tovslitis
complete dependence upon the Creator, God, theAdrehad been infinitely offended by Adam’s turningm
Him.

2. Since God was the One offended, it was impasdinl anyone but a perfect being to bridge the rhas
between sinful man and a sinless God. Yet the peatsp had to be a man, and like to every other imaail
things save sin. Hence it, was the God-Man, CHito had to repair the original refusal of worsbfpour first
parents by becoming the Mediator, the Bridge-bujlthe Priest. It was He Who had to sacrifice Hlis a

3. Yet, though He was God-Man. Christ's preparatmnthe sacrifice, which had to be complete, was of
prayer, mortification, humility, and obedience. ef#ablished a norm of perfection because He knewdezply
God had been offended. and He wished to offer éoQheator a perfectly pure oblation or sacrifiddis own
most perfect Being.

4. Christ, mercifully thoughtful, extended His Rtieood. As our Elder Brother, Head of the MystiBally,
Christ established a priesthood for the sanctificadf the world for all times. At the Last Suppde declared the
perpetuation of the Sacrifice by telling His twelygostolic priests to continue with the offeringHif Body and
Blood, the only true Sacrifice for the redemptidm@nkind for all eternity.

5. Almost beyond all else, the Priesthood of Chissignates hope. As all sacrifices are made Wighhbpe
that good will be produced, so Christ's Sacrificeswnade with the hope that God would accept themptive
act. That He did so was evidenced in the resumedtf Christ from the dead, when He who “was deédeup for
our offences . . . rose again for our justification

6. To us, then, as priests and co-priests, in tioitaof the Priesthood of Christ several thingsraeale clear:

(a) Catholic leaders, co-priests with ordainedgtsiend with Christ, offer God the worship and ifaerthat
is due to Him in as Christ-like a way as possibleey understand and appreciate the fundamentahipoo$ our
Catholic Faith, the Sacrifice of Calvary and of ttest Supper, renewed daily in the Holy Sacrifitehe Mass
and in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. As co-mitsty participate in the Sacrifice, Christ's Smei Through
His generosity Catholic leaders, as members ofMlystical Body of Christ, may co-operate in redeegmin
mankind.

(b) Yet Catholic leaders are not asked to sacrifiegr will as Christ so completely had to sacgfieis in
Gethsemane, nor as He had to offer His preciouy Bad Blood on the first Holy Thursday and on Caty¢hey
do, however, give their will and their minds andittbodies to the service of Christ and for theHerance of His
teaching and for the sanctification of souls. Ihthht they do, they must, as true followers of i€thrrender
homage to God, their Creator. They must obey Hmmands. They must use their intellects and theartedor
His greater glory and for the purpose of helpirfieas to know and to love Him.

(c) In preparation for their priesthood which iggba at baptism in a passive way, and in confirnmatinan
active way when they become soldiers of Christh@lat leaders try to be examples of Christ's vigUéhat
meditating on Your law, day and night, they mayiéed what they read, teach what they believe aadtise
what they teach. . . . They show forth in themseljusstice, constancy, mercy, fortitude and all ptigues.”



They become poor in spirit. They exercise great fmasouls. They practise charity, devotednessiepee,
humility and meekness. They must truly aim at peide, for theirs is the great privilege of servi@frist and
with Christ, and he was all-perfect.

(d) That the sacrifice be made possible and last@agholic leaders must give their service withraag
abundance of love. They aim at a close and intirmaten with Our Divine Lord and meanwhile practisadf-
abnegation. Each must try to deserve the namer “@leistus” and, as CHRIST-ians, all must declarghe
world that they are of His group, that they areheaic “alter Christus.” (another Christ). The hopattwas given
to all men through the Priesthood of Christ can mndt sustain Catholic leaders, and while aiminthist most
intimate association with Christ they may have @drfconfidence that Almighty God will permit thero t
participate in the redemption of all men in thectdication of souls.

7. With humility, then, as well as with hope, Cdibiteaders remember always the function of theipdestly
work and build their own interior lives to confomwith the spiritual perfection of the First PrieAs one great
spiritual writer has said, they must never fordet God of good works in their promotion of the gaeatks of
God. It is this spiritual life that will refuel theeal which is imperative to the co-priesthood.

CHRIST AND AUTHORITY

All leaders must at some time, and usually manyesinexercise authority. As Catholic leaders thewgtmu
respect definite authority, too. Therefore, a cle@mncept of authority and the attitude of the gtesdaider Christ
towards it, is of important moment to those whosdrving to imitate the Personality of Christ.

If there was ever a man who did not need to respeatttority that Man was Christ Who, though Man, was
God. He could have thrown over all man-made lawsn® God, He was not bound by the law which He had
Himself imposed upon man. Yet Christ did recognimeauthority:

1. OF GOD: When the devil took Him up into a higbuntain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the worhdl a
the glory of them he said to Christ: “All these lilgive You if falling down You will adore me.” Gfst
answered Satan “Begone, Satan, for it is writtae, ltord your God shall you adore and Him only skyall
serve.” Christ recognized the power which belormg&dod alone to command the universe and made cilaense
of it.

That Christ further recognized the authority wh@@bd has over man is proved when He said, “Not M{l Wi
but Yours be done.” His whole life was given overat service of His Father in a conscious recogmitbthe
right which God holds to demand that service. ‘tAlhgs are delivered to me by My Father.”

2. OF THE COMMANDMENTS: “Do not think | am come tiestroy the law or the prophets,” said Christ in
the Sermon on the Mount. “I am not come to desltnatyto fulfil. For Amen | say unto you, till heavamd earth
pass, one jot, or one tittle shall not pass thetilvall be fulfilled. He therefore that shall tak one of these
Commandments and shall so teach men shall be dhiebbast in the kingdom of heaven. But he thatl sto
and teach, he shall be called great in the kingdbheaven.” Christ recognized the teachings of @ollloses in
the old law and further urged His followers to iiulfiat law.

3. OF THE CHURCH: To insure the power of the Churzghsaid: “All power is given to Me in heaven and i
earth . . . and behold | am with you all days eteetihe consummation of the world.” It was an auitiyagiven for
all times and Christ promised that He would remvaittn it. Further, when establishing the Church,dde: “You
are Peter, and upon this Rock | will build My Churand the gates of hell shall not prevail agairisNo power,
therefore, could supersede that of the Churclautsority is all-powerful next to God.

4. OF PARENTS: Christ spoke reprovingly to the sest “For God said: ‘Honour your father and your
mother. And he that shall curse father or mothedrhim die the death’.” In carrying out the praetidimself we
know that He went down to Nazareth and was sulbgeldis parents. Only once did He leave them and ithwas
to do His Father’s business.

5. OF CIVIC AUTHORITY: Christ, with His parents,gelarly registered and paid taxes that were dedoged
civic law. We recall, too, that on His way to Caphan with Peter they were stopped to pay the tok,
didrachma. Christ ordered Peter to do so in oraktr they would not scandalize those who were difigceven
though Christ was the Son of the Father of the &hsie. At another time, when asked about tributédesar, He
answered by saying, “Render therefore to Caesathings that are Caesar’s, and to God the things dhe
God’s.”



6. Catholic leaders find an encouraging examplghirist's attitude towards authority and in His pising the
laws that come within the scope of divine and humathority. Like Christ they recognize the supreanéhority
of God. Because the authorship is certain theyrebsee Commandments of God and of the Church.

Catholics recognize the authority of parents andaite the filial devotion of Christ as well as giyi
obedience to the Commandments of God. They payecedp the authority of the State because Christ ha
decreed that a State, because of its essentialdnachas power to effect certain good for mankind

In all things Catholic leaders remember that Chaaght His Apostles: “The disciple is not above thaster,
nor the servant above his lord.” Following Christdeample, leaders may enjoy the security, then diwaes with
recognition of those who have been placed in mositf power and pay them the respect that theiitipns
demand. As leaders observe the commands and diraaftithe rules of their societies, of their digest of their
pastors and of their bishops, they may apprednatethat authority is rightful and is productiveright order. So,
too, Catholic leaders recognize the authority eirtkivic officers, city, State and Federal, andythvill respect
those who have been elected to places of offieipacity; they will also benefit by their guidancelairection.

Exemplary as they grow in following Christ in thiesspect. then, leaders will be more responsibledipias of
rules and laws and will use their own authorityharightful purpose.

CHRIST AND CHARITY

Every Catholic leader is called upon to practisehitue of charity; yet their human nature is ofteverely
taxed. Serious reflection on Christ’s charity ahd tonstancy with which He practised it in His omarsonality
will create a greater desire for increasing theueiin imitation of Christ.

1. Ildeas of charity are often confused. Too fretjyethey are limited to notions of alms-giving. An
understanding of the full meaning of charity isgiel to every Catholic leader. Charity is a supéurea virtue
that causes us to love God above all things for dwis sake and to love our neighbour for God’'s sdle.
exercise charity or to love perfectly, one mustehavknowledge of the object loved. If we are toeldvod
perfectly, we must know Him. If we are to exeroig@rity towards our neighbour we must know him,rend
appreciate that he is one of God’s children antlbas a member of the Mystical Body of Christ.

2. The elements of love or of charity can be cfaesinto four notions:

(a) One must feel sympathy for another not neciygdsacause “we are exactly alike,” but rather hessawe
may “complete” each other, because a harmony eb@ttseen and among persons. In common parlancawe s
that there is a dove-tailing or a fitting-in of damther’s virtues and attributes.

(b) One must wish to share and be willing to sllacemmunion of heart and mind. There must be aelési
union and the willingness to effect that union.

(c) One must feel an impulse of the soul to dramgelto another in order that there may be mutyalyerent
in the presence of each other.

(d) One must experience a sense of joy, of pleamaieof happiness in the possession of the loemaother.

3. Christ knew what charity is, understood its foliplications, and He exercised the virtue. He tb&od
above all things. His love was a selfless love. ¢tily desire was to do what God wished. He unitedriind to
God by frequent thought of Him and by prayer to Himepeatedly, we learn from the Gospels, Chrisghbu
quietude in which to speak to His heavenly Fatfibomas a Kempis says, “In silence and in solitidedevout
soul makes progress.” Certainly Christ lost no haimgportunity for making progress in the developta@ris
“human soul” because He continuously gave His mvegesteem and thought to God.

Christ also gave the full submission of His willGmd. “Not My Will, but Yours be done,” is historavidence
of this. Loving the Father of heaven and of eaatigve all things, even above self, He surrendéredaculty of
His Will to God the Father.

The Man-Christ loved other human beings. Some MWedovery particularly and dearly, as John, Mary and
Martha, and His own beloved mother. Yet He wasinglto and did subordinate all His human affectitmghe
Divine Love of His Father.

During His whole life Christ dedicated all of Hisexgies, His strength and His talents to the serefcsouls.
He spent His time on earth doing good to soulsitgtessly helping others to a greater and morengite
knowledge of God.



4. Christ gave us and continues to give us loveharity. The numerous examples of Christ's chaotyhe
poor, the weak, the crippled, and sinners are famib all intelligent people. Furthermore, Christt us the
Sacraments of the Church and the means of acqusangtifying grace through a Church that is infiégdliand
cannot be wrong. He gave us the cleansing SacraofidBaptism, showing His love by making us membuts
His True Church. He gave us the Sacrament of Penafereby He perpetuated in a systematized way His
forgiveness of the wayward children of God. But Bfieat sacrament of love is the Sacrament of tleh&ist. In
that He left us His own precious Body that we migk¢ more closely in union with Him and that weghi give
Him to the rest of the world. He permits us to final effects of that love through added strength@urage and
patience. “To be with Jesus is a sweet paradisdy’.t

5. Catholic leaders in their desire to be Christlésk themselves how they can practise charitg.dssumed
that they are striving for personal sanctificati¥et, to love perfectly is a grace given immediatahly to a few;
perfect love must be sought for and worked for. Ghthe first and most important steps is to ovare@ersonal
faults. We must unite ourselves with the God otlawnd imitate Christ as He loved God.

CHRIST AND HIS FATHER

Christ’s relationship to His Father is worthy oesfal study. The two great interests of His liferevéd do the
Will of God and to save souls. Recurrently in H8gripture we find references to His perpetual aver-e
constant love of and desire to strive for the glofyGod the Father. It is well for Catholic leadéwsknow how
He felt and what their Model Personality did.

1. As a boy of twelve Christ was lost to His pasefithe Gospel story is familiar to everyone. Whasmtl by
His mother and foster-father, we recall, Christvagred: “How is it that you sought Me? Did you nobkv that |
must be about My Father’s business?” We know thatBoy-Christ had consecrated His play, His worl Bis
studies to God; but that was not enough.

He knew that the doctors in the temple, sincenguppose and struggling for truth, needed enlightmimSo
He went to them, boy though He was and very yoliihfthe eyes of the venerable doctors of the lHevbegan
His Father’s business by teaching the truths offtdither, that all might know Him.

2. Of the rest of the hidden life of Jesus litdeknown from the Scriptures. Of His relationshipHis Father
during that time, however, much could be conjectuny recalling that after John had baptized Chi&add
Himself was heard to declare. “This is my belovesh 81 Whom | am well pleased.” His had been no open
display of leadership. Had it been, the early wsiteould have trumpeted aloud His deeds duringghrsod of
His life. No, it was a hidden homage and serviagt. s Father was “well pleased” with His Son.

3. Christ knew that the world could not know GodHé led only a hidden life. He entered upon Hisliguiie
and encouraged others to do so. He told His follewto let your light shine before men that thegyrsee your
good works and glorify your Father Who is in heaVekgain. He said, “In this is My Father glorifigtiat you
bring forth very much fruit, and become My disciplé was an authorized direction, a close follogiiaf the
Son, that He urged upon the disciples. To assem that it was the work of God, He said: “If | dotthe works
of My Father, believe the works: That you may kreovd believe that the Father is in Me and | am enRhther.”

4. Christ showed His utter dependency upon Godrgtker in the prayer He left to the world from Meunt:
“Our Father . . . Who art in heaven, hallowed beiydame, Your kingdom come, Your will be done ornleas
it is in heaven . . . Give us this day our dailgdmt . . . And forgive us our trespasses as wev@rgiose who
trespass against us . . . And lead us not into tiop but deliver us from evil.” In praying for Hbelf, in
supplication to God, He showed us how to pray.dswWwOur” Father, not “My” Father. He prayed for tjlery of
our Father on earth and in heaven. That was dfifimsortance. He taught us how to ask for the neltthvings of
the earth, to ask even for our daily bread. Hed®ddor forgiveness and intimated the necessityi$oto forgive
our trespassers. He taught us to ask to be delivienen temptation, not just sin, but from the teatjgn to do
anything that is wrong.

5. Submission to the Will of God and the desiradoomplish the Will of God is all important. To gedrom
a few instances in Christ's Life: In Gethsemaneeghtimes He prayed, “My Father, if it be possitk, this
chalice pass from Me. Nevertheless, not as | Will, as You will.” “For whosoever shall do the Waf My
Father, that is in heaven, he is My brother, Myesisand mother.” With that relationship came thengise of
family loyalty, of regard for those who are membefr&hrist's family. To them He further promisedNdt every



one . . . shall enter into the kingdom of heavert,He that does the Will of My Father who is in W& he shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

6. To those who are trying to follow Christ andctary on His apostolate great consolation and gtreand
courage are given in Christ's own words: “And | Iveisk the Father and He shall give you anotherdRateg that
He may abide with you forever.”

He also said, “. . . And whatsoever you shall gsthe Father in My Name, He may give it you.”

7. Catholic leaders may sometimes find it diffidolremember the greater honour and glory of Gagelling
on the innumerable examples left to us by Chriswvirich He showed us so specifically what His owtituate
was and what ours should be, we surely may persewdil the great day dawns when we hear Him s@gnfie,
all you blessed of My Father, possess you the kingdrepared for you.”

CHRIST AND HIS MOTHER

Christ was the Son of God. His human mother wasyMiris not our purpose to give proof here of this
accepted doctrine. Suffice it to recall but a femmments: “Is not this the carpenter's Son ? Ishtistmother
called Mary ?” “Behold a Virgin shall conceive, abear a Son, and His name shall be called Emmérflsal. 7;
14.) “When His Mother Mary was espoused to Joskpfgre they came together, she was found with Gifild
the Holy Ghost.” (Matt. 1; 18.) That Christ waslyrborn of Mary, and that His Father was God hasnbgiven
credence from the world for two thousand years.

I. At the birth of the Infant we know that Mary “spped Him in a manger.” (Luke 2; 6.) The Baby wagmg
the care, the love, and the attention that is gieehuman sons, with the added affection and swesstithat
encompassed His Blessed Mother’s heart. From therantinuing through His boyhood days, the retatfop
between Mary and her Son must have been a mostaitgtione. That Christ learned His religion as oftesvish
boys did from their mothers, is inevitable. That ldarned a graciousness of manner, of courtesynamiliness,
and of obedience, is also undoubtedly true. This o0 Whom there was no room at the inn, was hgppil
welcomed into the bosom of the Holy Family. Thadrywpoverty helped to keep them close, in the huwen of
things.

2. That the Holy Family was poor is without doulitam poor and in labours from My youth; and being
exalted have been humbled and troubled.” (Ps. 87;Christ voluntarily accepted the poverty of basith the
exalted poverty of work. Under His foster-father learned His trade; He knew the importance of digdi
labour and was prepared to meet the economic eigeif the day. That He supported His widowed migth
after the death of St. Joseph, is an acceptedfb@lwt He cherished this filial duty towards Hisotimer is
apparent. For thirty years He gave of His dutifodl doving personality to the mother who gladly armbdiently
followed the dictates of God the Father.

3. The realization that He must cause grief to rAa@her must have added unbearable weight to tleadir
heavy burden which Christ carried to Calvary. ¥begugh He passed her on the way to His executia,tlae
sorrow of that meeting of mother and Son is sudfitito tear the heart strings of any human being, @ His
chief thoughts on the Cross was for His mother. éwldesus therefore had seen His mother and thipleisc
standing whom He loved, He says to His mother: ‘Veonbehold your son’.” Christ had to leave His neothHe
was doing the work for which God sent Him on eakh;was giving His life that we might have life retal. But
such was not the case with His sweet mother. Shddme Him, nurtured Him, taught Him, loved Himgdanow
He, the object of her love, was to leave her. Yed not leave without trying to assuage her lésswould
entrust her to the care of His most loving and Igshdisciple, John. He would even ask her to awmisiohn as
her son from now on that she might give of thedabiof her heart to this new son.

And then Christ turned to John and “He says todiseiple, ‘Behold your mother.” And from that hotire
disciple took her to his own.” Every child, withvi@ in his heart, desires that everyone else kn@antather.
Every man who cherishes that tender affection f®miother wants his whole world to meet and knoa simare
his mother. He even rejoices when that mother eoaisrais friends within her generous affection. €kample
of Christ as personified when He told John thatnfizenceforth onward Mary was to be his mother apecial
way readily accounts for this devotion. From Hismgon the Cross Christ spoke of the depth oflthie for His
mother, His pride in her, His joy in wanting to slh&er affections. He called the attention of Jahd of all sons
and daughters of this world to His mother. So gwas His love for her and so fathomless her beanty



motherliness that He had to share her with us. B about to die, to retire from the real stage lvigdife. But
He gave to the world His most priceless human @ssse, His mother.

4. Catholics can never forget that Mary is theirttmeo. Deep as their devotion for their human maheay
be, and Christ certainly gave plenteous exampleswath a devotion, Catholic leaders cannot forgetheve
momentarily that Mary was given to us by God Hirhselbe the mother of our big Brother, and thati§hr
Himself gave Mary to us as the Mother of all hunyamihen He said to John, “Behold your mother.”

True to Christian family spirit, then, it behoveatfiolic leaders to deepen their faith in Mary amdobk to
her for guidance and direction. We must call upen Very frequently with the realization that ouratenly
mother in her expansive love will surely lead hwyal children to a love of the Triune God. Surdlistis what
her Son wishes us to do; it is what our Catholithfdictates so lovingly.

THE YOUTHFUL CHRIST

“The Call to Youth” has become a shibboleth of thedern youth. Everyone seems to be calling youth fo
this, that, or the other thing. Some also recogitieecall OF youth, and it is of gripping interéstCatholic
leaders that they should heed primarily the yearnieeds of young people.

Leaders of youth have a strategic responsibilitgased upon them. Catholic leaders realize thaspimgual
implications of such leadership are momentous sxthey must help to mould, develop and inspiresghetual
yearning and cravings of a God-given and God-reéeesoul.

A serious consideration of the Youthful Christngportant for one in a position of responsibilitynridt must
become the Model for other youth; His youthful gmhould pervade the interests of Catholic leadégouth.

1. One of the abiding convictions concerning thes®wality of Christ is that He was undoubtedly a
CHEERFUL Youth. Little is recorded, it is true, albahe early years of the Boy; yet much can be madifrom
the historical facts that are recounted in the @bsp

The Holy Family, as other Jewish families, happdined in the celebration of the Passover. It wgsyaus
occasion for all who participated and the long ta@erusalem was filled with gaiety. Christ’s aiptations of the
festivities were undoubtedly those of a young bogalthy and full of life, travelling along the roawdth
companionable friends, playing games along the emjpying the beauties of the countryside as theyetled.

Christ was not a Boy Scout, but Christ knew naaurd was observant of its beauties; the birds, restand
the flowers all appealed to Him. Imagine His spoataus joy as the birds sang their songs from #etops or
played hide-and-seek among the brambles. With ghizk appreciation He viewed the lilies of the didifting
their beautiful faces to the sun; the large hefdsheep must have fascinated this Boy as He watttieetender
care given them by their watchful shepherds; tremsional fishermen patiently and quietly waitingttoeir catch
drew Him to them as they threw their lines hop&fulind the mustard trees, the vineyards and fegtetl caught
His eye and fancy. Christ was in intimate unionhw@od, His Father, and was cheered by the creatibfod
and the care which He showered upon the glorigzatire. As He later shared these things with Hisvi@rs
during His public life, using the things of natuxe clarify His teachings, so too in His youthfuldanheerful
simplicity did He share the joys of His Father witls companions ,along the road to Jerusalem.

2. Christ, the Youth, was industrious:

(a) From His boyhood days, Christ studied the Jeva®. As was the case with other children of Hise;, He
learned most from His parents, particularly fromns thtelligent and learned mother. The Old Testamtém
Jewish Law, contained the most important text, Boak the era. These contained religious teachings,
philosophical truths, and scientific observatiddew industrious Christ had been in applying Himselstudy of
His books was shown when He was twelve years of @ge doctors in the temple, all older men, coubd n
confound the Boy with any of their questions. Tingre amazed by the facts that He recounted to fhmmHis
retentive memory. He had worked hard and well atdtlidies.

(b) Christ was also industrious in performing mdnuark. While still a boy He worked in His fosteather’s
little shop. Through necessity, He learned this maé&art which meant sustenance to the Holy Farfite things
that He made were the customary furnishings fooraéh His own home and the homes of His neighbdtrs.
planing of wood and the piecing of heavy blocks deded planning, attention, strength, perseverasmocé,
patience. His work by hand was not less demandingi® energies and industry than His intellecturhing.
And He did both well.



3. Christ was devoted to His family. For thirty ygaf His life He remained in their home. He wagha
there. He worked with His parents, learning fromnthand helping them. He prepared for His futurekworder
their guidance and tutelage. He enjoyed the sditiabf His family and of their friends. Their imtests in civic
things were His interests and He learned early#iee of registering, of paying taxes, and of retipg civic
authority. He appreciated all that his extendedilfadid for Him and in return He gave them of Hieation,
His time, His consideration, and His filial obedten Thirty years may seem an eternity to many yqueple,
but it was a happy, crowded period’ for Christ.

4. These three characteristics in the personafith® Youthful Christ are only three of many. Toti@aic
leaders of youth. however, they are sure and defouides. The cheerful and the observant leallerjeader
attuned to the beauties of nature and detached thamdiscordant perversions of life; the leaderows
sympathetic with God'’s plan of the universe; thét's leader for this age; the personality of teader will help
to lead others to God. The leader who is indussriboth mentally and manually, will accomplish resaey work
for his group. He will also arouse a willingnesswork in others; he will be capable of showing theaw to
work.

Next in importance to personal purity and sincetitye leader who has a true appreciation of fatifidyand
who is grateful to his family and devoted to theit lbe the example of true Christian youth. It wilbt be amiss
for all Catholic leaders to entrench in their owmds a true image of the Youthful Christ and toivevn their
personalities the spirit of youth which is ever Gtian.

CHRIST AND HIS HUMANITY

It is sometimes difficult for casual thinkers tatiliguish between the humanity and the divinityCofist. For
that reason too many well-meaning and sincere Geshare discouraged from attempting to imitatei€hThey
know they cannot imitate the divinity of Christethcannot be God. Therefore, in their confusioay thesitate to
imitate Christ, the Man.

That Christ was divine is not the object of thiertte. His resurrection from the dead is the gregtesif of
that, and well-known to those who have eyes toasekears to hear. They can read and study the spfolby
elsewhere. Our concern, at this point in our rétes of Christ's personality, is with Christ's hamity. While
His whole life displayed His human nature, His jp@ssn a special way offered the world the humade sof
Christ. The divinity of the God-man could not beieguished; it was His human nature that sufferetence.

Catholic leaders suffer; there is little doubt lodtt They meet with reverses and with hardshipt physical
pain and mental torment. Through our meditationtherhuman nature of Christ and particularly of sliffering,
we can see Christ in His most intensively humareetsp

1. Christ suffered the loss of His friends. Onghaf twelve chosen Apostles, Judas, proved a trarndrsold
Jesus to the executioners for thirty pieces ofesilVPeter, the stalwart, three times denied hendiship with
Christ. Others, whom He had helped and cured atebleand fed, turned from Him and feared to stanéioy
when the law called for His life. Imagine the heahes of that Man Who had given of His love unsigty,
when some of His closest, most cherished, and caodidential friends deserted Him.

2. Christ suffered in making others suffer. He krtbat He had to thrust a sword through His mothenr'sler
heart, and that she would undergo deepest griebnigt over the loss of her Son, but because ofvibkent,
physical manner of His death. He knew that His vatofriends, Mary of Bethany and her sister andhag
Martha and Lazarus, and John, were loyal friends whuld give their lives rather than see Him suffet He
had to cause them that suffering. The human hé&hdst must have been wrenched at the knowledgeHe
would cause so much sorrow to those who loved Him.

3. Christ suffered physical agony. A heavy crowrsladirp-pointed thorns was plaited upon His Head tinat
blood streamed down His Face. He was cruelly beatdma scourging that tore His flesh. He was lahdewn
with a mammoth cross that tore and strained Hiscieesand sinews and taxed the strength of a heairttas
already crushed. His Hands and Feet were rippdd thvé spikes that were driven into them to hold Himthe
Cross. And they soaked His bleeding mouth andWids bitter vinegar.

4. Christ suffered humiliation, too. He was dragdpedore a civil court and condemned by a pagan dvorl
because He was pure and good and righteous. Hepwagly beaten and spat upon by the rabble. He was



stripped of His clothing publicly and exposed te tlawking stares and ribald sneers of a bloodtthireb. He
was treated, throughout the trial and executiom, fa®l and was crucified with criminal thieves.

5. Christ suffered loneliness. To be alone with Gogeace and security, is a beautiful accomplesmBut
to be alone. and to feel that friends and God ligerted one, is truly to suffer loneliness. Clsristy from the
prophetic Psalm 22(21), “My God, My God, why haveuYforsaken Me ?” stirs us to the depth of our sotihe
man who was Christ knew loneliness of the mosteatyge. That His friends had failed Him; that Hersengly
had to fail His friends; that He was tortured pbgdly and suffered humiliations; all of these fastsre
agonizing. But the height and depth of His passi@s reached when He seemed to feel that even Ged, H
Father, had deserted Him.

6. We have seen before that it was necessary ifitarato act as mediator between God and men. Ghaist
that Man; that He suffered in His work as Medidtwegre can be no doubt as we review and relive #ssipn.
Christ taught us how to suffer. No matter what rbaythe utter aloneness of Catholic leaders, angoféen the
greater the leader the more lonely one can besCimiHis human suffering can be their model. L&erist,
though their hearts are bleeding and their bodies distressed, though their very spirit is stiflagn unto the
point of calling, “My God, My God, why have You faken Me ?” they can keep the crucified Man befloedr
eyes. They can continue to do the work of Our Fathél they, too, may say, “It is consummated.”

CHRIST OUR FRIEND

Everyone knows that Christ came down to earth lmcatiHis love for us. Whenever our thoughts torthe
Sacred Heart we are filled with wonderment and eqpption because the Lord-God left His heaveniyhé&aand
the choirs of attending angels to come down orhearredeem us. Meditation on this one single thbug so
awful and overpowering that thinking persons caveneloubt, much less deny, Christ's deep and apittive
and friendship.

All Catholic leaders logically must strive for séibhe They know that holiness, as St. Thomas had $does
not consist in knowing much, in meditating muchthimking much. The great secret of sanctity liedaving
much.” A fuller realization of Christ’s love for ushould and will enkindle our hearts with a deeged more
insatiable desire to be friends with Christ in refuo love Him completely.

I. During His earthly life Christ loved all peoplie. particular instances, He showed His speciahfiship to a
few. The Gospels speak of Mary of Bethany and Maghd Lazarus, of Mary Magdalene and of John, td#rPe
and James. Christ loved children; He also loved ldpers. Through His companionship, He gave cohstan
example to the whole world of His abiding love foen and of His wish to share His joys and sorrovtk Wis
friends. He even addressed Judas, who was abbetreyy Him, as “friend.” He tried to remind Juddidiis love
for him, hoping to deter him from the dastardlgkrivith which he would betray Christ. And on theo€3 Christ
responded immediately to the friendly recognitié®smas, the Good Thief, by promising him eterfPatadise.

2. From the time of His infancy until He hung or t@iross, Christ’'s arms were almost continuouslgreed,
showing us in a human way how much He wanted tolénfs in His love. As a mere Babe His arms wetd he
open pleading for our love. On the Cross His arraseewailed wide apart; His loving us and His ingepsarning
for our love made Him give His life that we migltd. The sins of man held Him fast so that, seemingth
ironic symbolism. He could not encircle His lovenks. But His Heart was so full of love that it dl@wved; the
very lance that pierced His sacred side permitteddofrom His Sacred Heart to be shed upon us. iNgtmot
even death, could quell His love.

3. Christ’s friendship was constant and immutaibleough He fulfilled His earthly mission as Man ahén
ascended to His Father, He left us His most prackady and Blood in the Eucharist. He so lovesabdd and
he so empties himself in ‘kenosis’ that in the tabele He remains silent, patient, and a “prisorériHis own
love. He never changes. He is there always. WhenalleHim forth, He comes joyously into our heakfghen
we ignore Him, He just waits for us as a trustimgl @onfident Friend. He, God, could force our larel our
friendship, but this He does not do. As on earttstféered abuse, ignominy, insult, calumny and eont, so in
the tabernacle He suffers “aloneness”, insult, @mpt and coldness. But whether we be a Mary Magdabe a
Dismas, a Judas or a Peter, whether child or adeitithy or leprous, Christ remains in the worldsadisfy our
need for companionship and intimate association.



4. Christ shows His friendship everywhere, at dmet Whether we are walking or riding, in city &i® or
subways, in automobiles or in the theatre, on th&ide or the ocean, a whispered word, a breafivagled, will
always bring Christ to us. Hardly a wish is felfdre Christ, in friendship, is fulfilling it for usHow numerous
are the times that we call on Him; how numeroustlaeetimes that He answers us. He is so anxiousuptove
and He loves us so much that there is nothing Hienei do if what we ask is for the honour of Gaaldaour
soul's good. Spiritual favours are showered by Hmabundance; trust in Him will bring our materiadeds.
Confidence in Him will give us strength and courégeo the right thing and to overcome temptations.

He gives us friends here on earth that we may shardove with them. Yet, when people turn fromausl
scorn us, when they calumniate or scandalize ugstQlemains faithful wherever we are. No wondex gnoss
world sometimes fails to understand such great &met friendship, for surely He seems to love with@ason;
He loves almost to the point of folly.

5. Christ is our friend in joy and sorrow. When are in need, when we have lost dear friends, whetships
and disasters overtake us, we need only to tu@htst, even though we may have formerly turnedresgadim.
When joys come to us Christ is ready to share tiwtimus. At the birth of an infant in a family Chtiis ready,
through His Church, to offer the cleansing watdrBaptism. When we have bought a new home, Chhisdugh
His priests, will permit a special blessing on tteme. Whether at ordination or profession, at ragaj or at
Confirmation, Christ, our friend, is present. Chrssnot jealous of our happiness; He will shar@nidl intensify it.
Nor is Christ cold and cruel when we are in agoninsorrow. He will come, as the one true frietulease the
hurt and calm the irritation.

6. As Catholic leaders we grow more and more &tethe friendship which Christ has given us. Wengio
appreciation of His love for us. We give our heantsl minds to the consuming fire of His love. Wa &t our
hearts beat more quickly, more wildly, if we wilecause of our love for Him. We can never love timmuch.

In imitation of His personality we love His otherothers and sisters, those whom He loves as wencent
with our Catholic leadership. Because of our loge Him we purify our human friendships and makenthe
steadfast and constant.

Christ, our Leader and Lord, youthful and lovingydl Son of God and devoted Son of Mary, we pray ¥o
hold us fast as Your friends that with You we maiead the Kingdom of the Father.

Amen!
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