Preface

The subject of this booklet appeared as an aritictbe Irish Ecclesiastical Record and is reproduicg
kind permission of the Editor of that Review, Aetrequest of the Catholic Truth Society the artitds been
expanded. If it imparts a clearer knowledge of Magnique role in God's plan for the salvationhaf tvorld
and arouses greater devotion to her in the hehits ceaders the writer's labours will be amplyaeded.
Like the earliest biographer of the Seraphic SanErs of Assisi, the author rejoices that his Ordes
commended in a special way to Mary, indeed wasledad ‘the little portion of Mary.” The same biagher
tells us that the Seraphic saint embraced her avitunspeakable love forasmuch as she made theoford
majesty our brother. There is true Franciscantiotuin those words.

Mother of God, Mother of Men

Yy
FATHER HILARY, O.F.M.Cap.

Very early in the book of Genesis we are told thaam called his wife’s name Eve because she was the
mother of all the living. We might suspect a divireny in those words of the Holy Spirit becausébe ever
Eve became a mother she had sinned and led Adanthiat sin which had death for its wages and so she
merited rather to be called the mother of all tkadd Eve had to suffer for her sin. With dismay lskard the
divine judgment of banishment and pain and woe;dwen as the dread sentence of God'’s justice pelhu
her ears there came with it a promise which chefiaim and herself and gave joy and hope to the many
generations which followed them until that promimeame a blessed reality in the fulness of timethEo
infernal serpent the Lord God said: ‘I will put eities between thee and the woman and thy seed @nd h
seed.’ In these words of the Lord is presaged andfoman whose enmity with the devil will be asabwe
as the enmity of her Seed, the Divine Word made,Mamoman who will be associated with the Rededémer
crushing the head of the serpent. The Son of Godrbe man ‘that He might destroy him who had theiemp
of death, that is to say the devil.” Thus from Heey dawn of revelation the Woman and her Childdaeed
together by God Himself.

“HAIL, FULL OF GRACE .. "

It took long centuries for God to prepare mankiodthe fulfilment of this promise. But when therfaks
of time was come the bountiful Lord admirably magiod His word. Then, as St. Paul writes to the
Galatians, God sent his Son, made of a woman, mader the law that he might redeem them that were
under the law, that we might receive the adoptibsams. From the beginning and before all ages &tk h
chosen the Woman who was to be His Mother. To henlgstination the Church applies in a spirituaksen
intended by the Holy Ghost, words which primaripply to the eternal generation of the divine Wokdvas
set up from eternity and of old, before the eardtswnade. The depths were not as yet and | wasdglrea
conceived . . . . When he prepared the heavens pvesent . . . . | was with him forming all thingehe one
chosen was the humblest maiden of all the peopléatf, the lowliest of all the children of men. il
nearly all young Israelite maidens laid up in thedart the hope that they might perhaps be the worha
promise, the Virgin whose name was Mary never dtedrauch an honour for herself. One day as Médmy, t
virgin of Nazareth, the comely daughter of Joachiml Anne, poured out her soul in prayer in her yowl
home, the Archangel Gabriel was sent to her by Witll a breath-taking message. Being come in tohleer
said: ‘Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with theéChe humility of the prudent virgin took fright #itis unusual
greeting. The Greek word translated ‘full of graeused instead of Mary’s proper name and it meses
endowed permanently with grace or favour. Littlender that Mary was troubled at his word and kept
wondering what this greeting might mean. Her treulbhs set at rest by the heavenly messenger wtidcsai
her: ‘Fear not, Mary, for thou has found grace v@bd.” Then he went on to unfold to her the diviilen of
redemption.

‘Behold, thou shalt conceive in the womb and shaftg forth a son; and thou shalt call his nameiges
He shall be great and shall be called the soneMhbst High; and the Lord God will give him thedhe of
David, his father, and he shall rule over the hafdeavid forever; and of his kingdom there sha&lrin end.’
These words left no doubt in Mary’s mind that sheswbeing offered the motherhood of the Messiah, nay



more, the motherhood of God. But again she wondetsjoubting the power of God as Zachary did, stmel
asked: ‘* How can this be done for | know not maf¥ese words, as Catholic tradition holds, poirthfact
that Mary had vowed her virginity to God even thbsipe had entered into marriage with Joseph. Ommce m
the archangel set her mind at rest by explaininigetothe admirable design of the Creator: * TheyHshost
shall come upon thee and the power of the Most Higil overshadow thee and therefore the Holy @ake t
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son af.G&/hat a marvellous plan! The whole human raceé ha
fallen in Adam, its head; all mankind is to be reded by the new Adam, the true Head of the race.dav
operated with Adam in the downfall of man; the newe was chosen by God to co-operate with the new
Adam in the restoration of the race. So is shetriee Mother of all the living. She plays an essdntle in

the working out of the redemption, and she is thly duman person who does. She was predestined and
chosen in the same decree of divine providenceea$bn. To minimize or overlook Mary’s part is &gerct

the Incarnation as God willed it and falsify God&sign. It is just as important to believe thaudesas born

of the Virgin Mary as to believe that He was cowediof the Holy Ghost as the Creeds remind us.€Hnly
Fathers of the Church pay eloquent to Mary’'s raléhee Second Eve through whose co-operation th&wor
was redeemed.

MARY'’S DECISION

Mary was chosen, but she also freely chose. IncHigstesy towards man God asked her consent, to be
given on behalf of all mankind, to the espousalfiahan nature by the divine Word. From all etermwity
course God knew that she would fall in with Hisiges; but yet her consent was free and richly ragats.
Not a moment did she hesitate as soon as the dplarehad been explained to her, but made thaegterf
reply ‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it damgo me according to thy word.” This was the waod f
which heaven, earth and hell waited breathles§lildry consented heaven would have a new queeth ear
would be redeemed, hell would be finally defeatédry’s words were the most perfect answer to God's
invitation. By them God got His way absolutely iretsoul of Mary. Her Fiat meant a new creationracg
for mankind; herEcce ancilla Domini was the echo of the words of her divine Son whthat very instant
had become man in her worntEcce venio; ‘Behold | come to do thy will, O God.” Mary’s smiission to the
divine will of the Father was as absolute as tHalesus. And so it was immensely meritorious. Fiwen
reading of the prophets, especially Isaias, shevkhat in consenting to be the Mother of the Mdssihe
was to share in His sorrows, that she was to beammeVother of Sorrows and the Queen of Martyrs.
Theologians teach that Masygrace was vastly increased at the moment of tiridciation because of her
perfect conformity to the will of God as well aschase the divine Word then took up His abode in her

MOTHER OF GOD

No sooner was the Blessed Virgin's consent given the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. The
Messiah so long expected and desired was our Enmghahe Incarnation was a fact, man’s redemptioth ha
begun. At that blessed moment Mary became in liteu¢h the Mother of God. This is a fundamentafjoha
of our Catholic faith and indeed a touchstone df@dox belief in the Incarnation of the divine Woldwas
solemnly defined at the Council of Ephesus in tharyt31 against the insidious heresy of Nestofibgs
Patriarch of Constantinople objected to Mary'stitlother of God and contended that she should yibedst
only Mother of Christ. His error was a complete umiderstanding of the hypostatic Union of the diwvith
the human nature in the one Person of the WordtoNes held that there were two persons in Chitis,one
human, the other divine. Mary was, in his view,yatfle Mother of the human person and thereforedcoat
be styled Mother of God. This heresy struck atvéy foundations of the doctrine of the Incarnatéom the
Redemption. The true teaching is that there isumadn person in Christ but only the divine whichssts in
two natures. We do not claim that Mary is the Motbiethe divinity which exists from all eternitypubshe is
the Mother of the divine Person. St. Leo the Gvaate that just as the mother of an ordinary hulmging is
the mother of the whole being, not merely of thed\h@lthough she begets only the body, so Marsuly the
mother of the divine Person of the Word. Nestofiusd a doughty opponent in St. Cyril of Alexandnbo
pointed out that the term Theotokos was conseceatathg the Fathers and doctors of the Church frany e
times and had even been used by Julian the Aposigti#'s teaching was defined by the Council ofhépus
amid the plaudits of the Christian people who aquamed the Fathers of the Council to their lodgingth
lighted torches. The Christian consciousness ofdhibful realized that a basic dogma had beenigatdd.
The definition of the Council was couched in theseds: If anybody does not confess that Emmanueliig
God, and that the holy Virgin is therefore “Theaisk (Mother of God), since she brought forth aceggdo



the flesh the Word of God who became flesh, let binanathemaThe Person of the Word, the term of
Mary s motherhood, is identical with that of the fatuati of the First Person of the Blessed Trinity.JEsus
Christ the eternal Father and Mary could both skly perfect truth: * Thou art my beloved on, thesychave |
begotten thee.’

It is true that in Sacred Scripture Mary is notfexdlin so many words * Mother of God,” but Scriptis
not the sole rule of faith. The New Testament, hawefrequently calls her the Mother of Jesus, sumely
according to the Gospels and Epistles Jesus is Gularchangel declared that Mary’s child woulcchied
the Son of the Most High. Elizabeth, filled withetMoly Ghost, greeted Mary as the Mother of my L&d
Gregory Nazianzen writes that anyone who does eli¢ve Mary to be the Mother of God is far from God
Luther himself, in one of his more lucid momentsyld write: ‘All Mary's glory is implied in calling her the
Mother of God. And nobody can proclaim anythingagee about her than thasSt. Thomas Aquinas, the
prince of Theologians, speaks of her dignity adbatlinfinite. Jesus Christ is essentially Son ofiGnd Son
of Mary, Son of God by His eternal generation by Bather, Son of Man by His conception in the fstnef
time in the chaste womb of the Virgin Mary. Thusrilaan he said to enter the hypostatic order, Dscame
of the Fathers of the Church put it, to borderledonfines of the divinity.

Perhaps we have grown too used to the title ‘Motti€od,” and, as the poet says, use lessens mauwel
when we reflect on it we realize at least dimly #ilebut infinite dignity bestowed by God upon aldtof
Adam’s race. The Man-God was her very own childhebof her bone and flesh of her flesh, yet He Wss a
God, the Word who eternally proceeds from the Fatliko with the Father breathes forth the Holy Ghde
what dizzy heights does not this lead our mindg. &untemplate it how we will Mary’s dignity remairs
sublime mystery the contemplation of which willaiee our souls eternally, The title Theotokos sienmary
of the whole mystery of the Incarnation, a touchst®f orthodoxy. To deny her that title is to make
shipwreck of the faith. St. John Damascene wroibe‘word Theotokos implies the whole mystery of the
Incarnation, for if she who conceived and broughttf is Mother of God, then surely He who is bofmer is
God. But He is also fully man.’

CONCEIVED WITHOUT SIN

The Son of God was Mary’s Son too. He had for Hlethe tender affection which a good son bestows
upon his mother. He chose her before all agesiarttie words of liturgy made her a fitting dwellipdpce
for the godhead. Now when God loves He gives — Ieutbe gift of self. He gave to His Mother withraly
divine profusion. The fulness of grace was hersftbe first moment of her conception, and gracewas
know is the life of God shared by the creature. Wdris true, had need of redemption because she av
child of Adam. The Church has defined that Maryteriaculate Conception is a singular privilege ofcgra
bestowed on her in view of the merits of Jesus sEhthe Saviour of the human race. Her redemption
therefore was unique. All others are redeemed Inglfeeed from original sin which they have conteatin
their conception. She was redeemed by being preddrom original sin by the infusion of sanctifyiggace
in the very instant of her conception. In iMagnificat she sang ‘He that is mighty hath done great thiogs
me and holy is His name.” So did God prepare fardeilf a worthy mother, untouched by sin, full ofide
life, never for an instant in the power of the imia serpent which deceived Eve. Marfulness of grace and
immunity from sin imply that she was free also frdme harmful consequences of sin. That is why @hris
style herMater Amabilis, Mother most lovable, since it is sin and its @ngences that mar the lovableness of
a human being. We are all attracted by the innczef@ child; something of the divine seems to eshunt
from those candid eyes; and yet that child has beeched at least by original sin. What then muesthe
lovableness and attractiveness of Mary, more inmioitean any child? Sinlessness is but the negaspect
of Mary’s Immaculate Conception. The positive aspiecher fulness of grace which made her God’s
masterpiece, the most beautiful soul ever creaye@dal if we except the soul of her divine Son tdckithers
was most like. The infused virtues were hers inhighest degree; the gifts of the Holy Ghost wesarpd
out in profusion upon her. Her soul was as a lgeponsive to the slightest touch of the divine Miasi. Like
her Son she lived entirely for God. Not only wasrimore richly endowed with grace and the virtusnt
any other creature; she corresponded most perfedtlyevery grace received and so grew more plgasin
God at every instant.

MARY'’S BEAUTY
The beauty of her soul irradiated her body. She spasially chosen by God to be the only earthlyepiar
of the most beauteous of the sons of men. Thedi®between the mother and Child must have begn ver



striking, and so Mary was in body the most comdlyvomen. Hence she is at once the inspiration aed t
despair of every great artist. He conceives anl iofelovely womanhood and tries to express it onves, in
stone or in bronze, but he fails. No human artstld perfectly imitate the masterpiece of the davirtist.
What painter or sculptor could limn the beauty ef lfeatures, express the loveliness of those dfes,
windows of a soul where all is purity and grace?eButhe divine Artist must have contemplated with
complacency this masterpiece of His creation.

ASSUMED INTO HEAVEN

Because Mary was His Mother, because God had dwbkr body, and because too she was immaculate,
her Son anticipated in her regard the general restion of bodies at the end of the world. Her clynedy
was not permitted to suffer the corruption of theb; her heart of flesh, the symbol of her inteliker of love
for God and man, was not destined to crumble intst.dWhen her earthly pilgrimage was ended she was
assumed body and soul into heaven. Such had eeerthe belief of the Church, guided by the Holyrigpi
and this belief was solemnly defined by Pope PilsoX the feast of All Saints 1950. Later the safupe
proclaimed her universal Queenship. She reignseawvén on the right hand of her divine Son, Queen of
heaven and of earth, Queen of angels and of mesreTter lovely hands and eyes are ever raisecettate
of Jesus in supplication for her earthly childr8he has been well styl&imnipotentia supplex almighty in
her prayer.

EVER VIRGIN

Mary is a mother, but could God’s Mother lack tipecal splendour which virginity confers on bodyan
soul? No, in this respect too God wrought a mirdoleHis Mother, conferring on her together the two
naturally incompatible perfections of motherhood airginity. ‘Unheard of privilege,” writes St. Awgtine,
‘but a fitting one. A virgin could have no child tbGod, God could have only a virgin for His Mothéfary
was a virgin before giving birth to Jesus; she rieetha virgin in His actual birth and ever aftehislis one
of the most treasured doctrines of the Church tBggrOur Lady. It was prophesised in the Old Testainby
Isaias to whose prophecy the archangel obviousgrmeel when he brought the good tidings to the Hamb
virgin of Nazareth. The vindications of this pregie of Mary written by the Fathers of the Churchias} its
deniers still vibrate with holy indignation.

Il
OUR MOTHER

There is another truth about Mary which appealsentorour hearts even than her divine motherhood. Sh
is our Mother too. In saying this we are not indadgin wishful thinking or in emotion. We are stajia
dogmatic truth believed from the beginnings of Gtmnity which implies that she really co-operatath
God in begetting us to the spiritual life. Sherisprinciple the Mother of all the living; she becesnthe
Mother of each one of us from the moment of ouoiliporation in Christ by baptism. Her motherhoodnahn
is bound up with her motherhood of Christ. It if&asourite saying of the Fathers of the Church trathat
has not Mary for his mother cannot have God forféiser. Christ, the Son of Man, is the first-bofrmany
brethren. At the Incarnation Mary became the Motbérthe whole Christ, Head and members. Her
motherhood of men is not an afterthought of herhmdtood of God. In God’s mind the two are inseparab
As St. Paul puts it: ‘When the fulness of time wame God sent His Son, made of a woman, made tineler
law . . . . that we might receive the adoptionards’ Our Lord Himself bore witness to this truthtde hung
upon the Cross and at its foot stood Mary, His Motand the disciple whom he loved. To His Mother He
said with His dying breath ‘Woman, behold thy séloman, an obvious allusion to the first promisehef
redemption in the garden of Eden, woman, amonglé¢hnes a title of honour and veneration. To the disci
He said ‘Behold thy motherJohn’s own natural mother was present at thisescEhat John there stood for
the whole of humanity seems to be implied in warditten by Pope Leo Xlll in his BulGloriosae Dominae.
Tradition is clear on the spiritual motherhood oémyl Let us quote the eloquent Pope St. Leo thetGre
‘Christ's generation is also the origin of the Christiangle, and the birth of the Head is the birth alsthe
body.” In his Marian encyclical to commemorate #aden jubilee of the definition of the Immaculate
Conception another great Pope saint, Pius X wftstetrot Mary the Mother of Christ? She is for thaason
our mother too . . . . In the chaste womb of thesBéd Virgin Jesus took mortal flesh, but He ad®d to
Himself a mystical Body, and we can say that whemphhad Jesus in her womb she bore there alsbomiét
who live the Christ-life.” To Mary therefore we ovaél our supernatural life under God. When God ehosr
to be the spiritual mother of all the living He galer a great wide heart capable of embracinglus @b



virginal love. What a note of tenderness the gmtitnotherhood of Mary introduces into our relididhis
the counterpart of the fatherhood of God. All motto®d in heaven and on earth is named from Maryy On
the Creator Himself could have so plumbed the deépise human heart as He did when He gave anlgarth
Mother to his heavenly Son and a heavenly Motharstdlis earthly children. Pope Pius XII concludées h
magnificent encyclical on the Mystical Body of Glirivith a touching invocation of the Virgin Mothén. it

he writes: ‘It was she who gave miraculous birthCtarist our Lord, adorned already in her virginaimb
with the dignity of Head of the Church, and so lgtauforth the source of all heavenly life She itswaho
offered Him on Golgotha to the Eternal Father tbhgewith the holocaust of her maternal rights amdharly
love, like a new Eve, for all the children of Adamd thus she who was the mother of our Head acaptdi
the flesh, became by a new title of sorrow andygibe spiritual mother of all His members.’

MOTHER OF LOVE.

We have all experienced the love of an earthly mio#nd we know that in all the world there is neelo
like it, none so tender, none so selfless. Rouatténder name of mother what a wealth of wistfahmories
clings for each of us, memories of the innocens jof/childhood passed in the sunshine of a mottsanite,
of our first lessons in the love of God, our fipsayers lisped at a mother’s knee. But all the loiva natural
mother is but a pale reflection of Mary’s love, pediinto her heart by the Spirit who is love sutesis A
mother’s love is not divided by the number of hieildren; be they few or many she loves each withfti
heart. Though Mary’s children are numberless sloavknand loves each one with a personal and unspleaka
love. In her eyes each of us is another Jesustosg/sake she was created and predestined.

Our Blessed Lord admonished us that unless we beegaitittle children we cannot enter into the kioigd
of God. Children indeed we are spiritually; as lawthis life lasts we are not fully grown. Oftee prove
ourselves very foolish children and we have grestdnof mothering by Mary who watches over us atyeve
moment. Sorry the plight of the child who has natlmeo, and sorry indeed would be our plight if wel met
Mary for our nursing-mother. One of our Irish podtgaras MacGearailt, who for a time became a Brané,
wrote a poignant poem bewailing the want of Malgige in his new found religion.

May we not say that a mother always has a spewialfor the wayward son? And so our heavenly Mother
has a particular love for the sinner, whence hesatling title ‘Refuge of sinners.” How often evenaur own
experience has she shown how well she merits gyaliation. Confidently the Church prays: ‘Rememitzr
Virgin Mother, when thou standest in the preserfdaeLord, that thou plead for us and avert Higearfrom
us.”

]
OUR DEVOTION TO MARY

We have briefly considered Masyall but divine dignity as Mother of God and ouotkler and her unique
part in the scheme of the redemption. Now we massicler our duties towards her, duties of venematid
filial devotion and trustful prayer to her who Hasen saluted as the Mediatrix of all graces. Sonestiwe
Catholics are accused of Mariolatry as if we paidhe Blessed Virgin the worship due to God alortés
hoary calumny is due to ignorance or prejudicecobdth. No Catholic would ever dream of adoring Our
Blessed Lady as if she were a divine person. Weaeledge that she is a creature, that all shedshas is
the gift of God bestowed upon her in view of heigue relation to the three Persons of the Blesgeuty.
But short of latria or adoration there is no culwtich we can pay to Mary which is worthy of hergassing
dignity. It is clear that Mary is worthy of a veaipn immeasurably passing that which we pay tostiets.
Theologians distinguish three kinds of cultus,idatvhich is due to God alone, hyperdulia whichrsper to
our Lady and dulia which we offer to the saints.perdulia is the just recognition of Masydivine
motherhood, of the undeniable fact that she is €wwst noble creature. It is not just a higher deagf dulia;
it is specificially distinct from the cultus of tlsaints because Mary belongs to the hypostatia ofde saints
are venerated only because of their eminent hdjreesharing in the holiness of Christ of whose tiogs
Body they are members. Mary is venerated in a apg@y not only because of her supreme holiness but
because of her unique relation to God.

This veneration of Our Blessed Lady goes back éovéry beginnings of Christianity. One wondersuf o
Protestant brethren have ever read the glowingtegof praise poured out by the early Fathersexample
the lyric compositions of a St. Ephrem, the DeaobdrSyria. Protestants fear that our devotion to yMar
detracts in some way from our worship of JesussthRather does it enhance it since all the veioerate
pay to Mary is in view of her unique relation tort8on, her role as the second Eve, her co-operatitime



work of the redemption. Our devotion to GodVlother she passes on to Him, embellished withoher
sublime merits. Let us repeat that if this roleMzfry is overlooked or minimized, faith in the Innation and

in the divinity of Christ soon weakens and fadesyawlarys motherhood is the touchstone of orthodoxy in
Christology.

HOW GOD HONOURED HIS MOTHER

Do what we will we can never pay her as much horsutod Himself showed to her. He chose her as His
Mother and prepared her for that sublime officedenher a fitting dwelling-place for His Son. Hddid her
with grace from the first instant of her conceptiderogating in her case from the universal laveriginal
sin. With her fulness of grace went the plenitufi¢he infused virtues and the gifts of the Holy GhdHe
made His merciful plan of redemption to depend enffee consent and sent the archangel Gabrigldreas
her in words of unique greeting. For nine monthgndi Wisdom subsistent dwelt in her womb and viagjin
she gave Him birth. For long years the Son of Geeldl with her and was subject to her; at her knee H
deigned to learn the lessons of human wisdom. AiaQd Galilee He forestalled ‘His timt® work His first
miracle at her delicate suggestion. As we findthes at the beginning of the public ministry so e see
her at the end of it, standing at the Cross andiriggler spiritual motherhood confirmed by the dywoice
of her Son. She is the comfort of the infant Churcthe days between the resurrection and the apuiithe
Holy Ghost and is with the disciples when the $gsripoured out upon them in the profusion of Perde
The Holy Ghost had once inspired her to sing Magnificat, the canticle of her lowliness and of her
exaltation and in it to foretell that all natior®osild call her blessed because He that is mightydoame great
things in her. She was proclaimed blessed amongendry her cousin St. Elizabeth, likewise filledtwihe
Holy Spirit. A woman in the crowd hails her as BBled for bearing such a Son, and the Son Him-self
proclaims her blessed because of her entire sulomiss the will of God. Yet there are those whol cal
themselves Christians and who profess to venenatsdcred Scriptures and yet will not give herthler of
Blessed but speak coldly of her as ‘the Virgin'r mall they accord her her place in the design&otl.

CO-REDEMPTRIX

Several of the Popes have spoken of Mary as Co+Raltie of the human race, meaning that she co-
operated with the Redeemer in His mission of salaatHer co-operation was, of course, secondatiabof
her Son. At the close of the extraordinary Holy iyaa1933 Pope Pius Xl invoked her as Co-Redemjaimniok
said that God willed to associate His Mother wigsuk as the dispenser and mediatrix of all gradesmany
miracles wrought at her shrines in every age, eadtlin our own, testify to God’s approval of tremeration
of His Mother and of her childretrust in her powerful intercession.

AFFECTION

Since Mary is our own mother we must honour hehvetchild-like affection and gratitude. Nothing
serves to keep in us the heart of a child- like@fdn for our Blessed Lady. Indeed it would be sioyus on
our part to be cold and wanting in affection toge@d a mother. Child-like love of Mary is the trhu@lmark
of holiness and a characteristic of all the saifitee holier they were the greater was their affecfor Mary.
The saints assure us too that devotion to the Math€od is a mark of predestination. We must lbee too
because she has first loved us. Her heart wasadlyefirmed by the Holy Trinity to love Jesus anésH
members. In thankfulness also we are bound to Magy. To what pain did she not expose herself in he
motherly love of men, especially sinners. She bnbdgrth her firstborn painlessly, but how greatsweer
suffering when the mystical Body of Christ was fexdrfrom the wounded side of the Saviour. Surelyhere
children should not forget the groanings of ourmaot In the words of Pope Pius Xl on the mystRBatly of
Christ she bestowed that same motherly care witbiwéhe fostered and nurtured the suckling infastd in
the cradle.

Reigning in heaven our mother knows our needs hadaves us even more than we love ourselves, hence
our prayer to her must be full of trust. Under hreathering care we shall grow in wisdom and age gmade
before God and men as Jesus did.

IMITATION OF MARY

Our devotion should be one of imitation. We arerizbto imitate Christ if we would be saved and Miary
a spotless mirror of all His perfections. Her whble was a living out of her words at the Annurnigia:
‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it done un® acecording to thy word.’ If we like her hand ouves



over to the divine will completely we shall makgidhstrides in holiness. To her the Church in literdy
applies the words of the Holy Ghost: ‘Now, ye cheld, hear me. Blessed are they that keep my wayse.
that shall find me shall find life, and shall haadvation from the Lord.” Our love for her should &s like as
possible to that which Jesus gave her.

QUEEN

Mary is our Queen as well as our mother. As suehhgts a right to our loyalty and fidelity. That Mak
an efficacious means of ensuring our loyalty toi€H®ur King which is so tested in these days okolLet
all pay unswerving homage, mingled with the beaudegeneration of her children to the royal scepfrénat
great Mother. So wrote Pope Pius XII in his encyclical on thee@uship of Mary. He hopes that the
celebration of the feast of her Queenship will cbote towards keeping, strengthening and contmpieace
among the nations. In the dark days of war our Hether consecrated the whole world to the Immaeula
Heart of Mary. It is for each one of us to see that consecration be effective by our obediendbdédehest
of our Queen: ‘Whatsoever He shall say to you dblgedoing this lies the only salvation of the cbr

Many times a day we address to our Queen and Mdkiegrail Mary, the prayer of the Incarnation,
saluting her with the words of the archangel ance#tabeth, or rather with the words of God HinfisElch
time it should be with a greater faith in and rzaiion of the mystery, hidden from the ages in Gbade had
nothing else in sacred Scripture but this it wdpddmore than ample to justify all our Catholic déwo and
veneration for Mary. God Himself declares her tfligrace and blessed among all women. The Chuneh, t
bride of the Word, the pillar and ground of trugiuided by the Holy Spirit, adds her own petitionredy a
worthy companion to the Lord’s own prayer: ‘Holy MaMother of God, pray for us sinners now andhat t
hour of our death.” A simple but profound prayeattreatly increases our trust. ‘Holye style her because
she more than any saint shares in the sanctityirof Wwho alone is essential holiness. God alone cawk
what are the depths of holiness of Margoul, hallowed in its conception and growing iacg at every
moment of earthly life. ‘Mary’, ‘a name that is kin prophecy, salutary to the regenerate, therhatk of
virginity . . . fellowship in holiness.” (Vincentfd.erins). St. Germanus of Constantinople writest the very
invocation of the name of Mary turns aside from servants the attacks of the enemy, and keeps shém
and unharmed. ‘Mother of God,” we invoke her knogvihat God can refuse nothing to His only earthly
parent, that where saints beg she commands. Wedfeser help now in our present need, and aboe all
the hour of our death. ‘Ifiyrites St. Alphonsus Liguori in his ‘Glories of May‘at the hour of death we have
the protection of Mary, what need we fear fromaait infernal enemies?’ Pastoral experience confiuhat
we should in any case expect, that Mary’s cliemsinl happiness and hope. If often during life vexd so
prayed we may rest assured that when now is thedf@mur death the glorious Queen of heaven wilhbar
us to lead our souls to heaven and after this xiled ® show unto us the blessed fruit of her wodbSUS.
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