The Seventh Commandment

By the Most Rev. James Staunton, D. D.
Man has a strict right to acquire and to own propéfe needs it for his own support and for thepsupof his
family. He needs it to make provision for the fetuto which, as a rational being, he is urged leylétw of nature
itself.

OWNERSHIP OF WORLDLY GOODS

Prom the earliest times men have possessed wadigls as their own. That which they acquired byr thbour,
inherited from their parents, or received as afgiftn their fellow men was regarded as their owmds necessary that
each should have his own, as otherwise men coultdawe lived together in peace. In fact nearlygakrrels and wars,
whether between nations or between people of tme sBsmmunity, have arisen because of the evilafifome who
wished to seize unjustly what belonged to othersst\df the evils of our own day are due to injusiit some form or
other.

So important for the peace and harmony of mank&decurity in the possession of worldly goods thas
safeguarded by a special Commandment of God. Tétetliree commandments deal with our duties to Gbé. last
seven lay down our principal duties to our neighbdey safeguard what is most important for ma@ace, and for
his individual and social well-being. The fourthnumandment safeguards the authority of parents lemddnctity of
the home. The fifth safeguards human life. Thehsdefends the sanctity of marriage and the sevemtimandment
protects the secure possession of property horesjlyired and owned.

THEIR DISTRIBUTION

The earth and the fulness thereof were given tokimdrfor the support of all. This end is generddgst attained by
every one having a portion for his own, which giesh an incentive to acquire his portion by hotedsbur, to
increase it by energy and industry, to protectithware and to expend it with economy and thBfat the present
distribution of worldly goods, according to whichnse have more than they need, while many have mmigh to
meet all their needs, does not fulfil the desighshe Creator. It does not follow however, excapiso far as it is
strictly necessary to preserve human life, that caretake what belongs to another on the grouridthleaowner has
more than he needs. Such a course of action wealdl to chaos and to insecurity even for the poovdsd would
themselves become the victims of the thriftless amscrupulous. It is the duty and right of the &tat effect, by a
gradual change, a more equitable distribution efgbods of the world in the interests of the pubaifare. It can, by
taxation of superfluous incomes and by progressweial legislation, make provision for the poorésisses. In
addition, those who have more than they need famsielves and their families are bound to help tw put of their
superfluity. They are also bound, and this is oftebest charity, to invest their superfluous ines in industries in
their own country, producing useful goods for thenmunity in which they live, and giving employmeattheir own
people, thus enabling them to earn their breadhbystveat of their brows, as God intended them td@’ s obligation
is none the less real in that it does not bindegtitution.

COVETOUSNESS

The tendency to take what belongs to another haxs bemmon in all the ages, before and after thentamadment
“Thou Shalt Not Steal” was promulgated on .Mountdhi It existed when the objects of exchange weoel fand the
necessaries of life. It has increased with the aide& money, which appeals to man’s rational appetnd for the
possession of which he has an unlimited capacitye 3ld exactness and strict honesty which existe@hristian
countries are not as strong as they used to beeTitao longer the same horror of taking or kegpinjustly what
belongs to another. There is no longer the samet eltierence between “mine” and “thine.” The opipmities for
unjust taking and keeping have increased withrbeease of production. The philosophies of theonatiwhich admit
no right but might, have set a bad headline toviddals. It is indeed true that the great majooityur people have no
other desire than to live honestly, to work haodpay their way, to depend on themselves and dverindustry. They
wish to be strictly honest in regard to what bektm others as they expect others to respect isahe way what is
theirs. But it is also true that an increasing namiif people are tempted to acts of dishonesty.plitdic spirit against



dishonesty seems to be growing more lax. The Gdmistpirit of giving to everyone his own must beewed and
strengthened. The precept enjoining strict honestigt be recognised as one of the fundamental ptasiof our
religion and civilisation.

HONESTY

Everyone appreciates the reputation of being arestoman. No one could have a finer character. Tdwed
Scriptures sum up all the virtues in the virtugustice. The just man is dear to God. It is a grémidlg for a person or
a people to have the character of being scrupydushest, just in all their dealings, reliable angstworthy, giving
fair wages or honest work according to their caaditHonesty is an essential quality of a good §fam. Without it
no one can be called a good Christian. He may vbstie other commandments. He may say his prayerhear
Mass. He may even give alms, but if he is not hipriesis not a true follower of Christ. Our fordfats believed in
strict honesty. May Almighty God grant that ouropke may be faithful and exact in their observaontehis
commandment, which, in His wisdom and justice, e given us.

DISHONESTY—ITS SINFULNESS
While honesty is respected by all right-minded pepfhere is no more dishonourable name than thttief or

robber. This is as it should be, because injusticgains a manifold malice. It is injurious to tisociety, disturbing its
peace and harmony. It causes quairrels, strifeyttisplitigation, and suspicion even of the innackrcauses enmities
which may remain for life, which extend to familiasd go on from generation to generation. It distysublic order
and security. Hence it has been, in past agessipehiby the severest penalties in the criminal €ofi¢he nations. In
the early days of the Church it had to be expiatetbng penances, even after restitution had beshemit is injurious
not only to the person wronged whose right to thaceful possession of what is his is violateds njurious to the
dishonest person himself, making him shifty andftthss, sapping his energy and independence.hief enalice is
that it is an offence against God. It is a violataf one of the commandments of the law so solermprdglaimed. It is
of its nature a grave sin. The prohibition of disésty in the ten commandments follows the prolabibf murder and
adultery. Hence St. Paul states that “neither tdotanor adulterers, nor thieves, nor the covetoasdrunkards, nor
extortioners, shall possess the kingdom of Heavwathile injustice is, of its nature, a. grave simoirder that a grave
sin be committed in individual cases, there musgjfla&e matter as well as full advertence to thét gaid full consent
of the will. There is grave matter when that whiglaken or kept against the owner’s will is corséble as also when
serious loss is inflicted on another by taking amaging what is in itself of little value. The tagiof a considerable
amount is grave no matter from whom it is takeiit &a grave injury to the peace and securityazfiety. The taking
of a small amount is not in itself a grave sin,asslit causes grave loss to the person robbeguoedn This might be
the case when a small amount is taken from a veor person. Whether the injury be grave or lighdr¢his an
obligation to restitution.

RESTITUTION

This is the special obligation which follows sinsdishonesty and injustice. The stolen goods mestdstored.
Compensation must be made for unjust injury. Régtit or at least a serious purpose of restituisonecessary for
forgiveness. Other sins, even the most grievouspedorgiven, with sincere repentance and a finmppse of sinning
no more. But injustice needs more for forgivendsstsorrow and. a firm purpose of being honeshinftture. It
demands restitution, when restitution is possiblee ill-gotten goods must be given back. There rbesa real and
serious resolve to make restitution before Godtgrpardon. There must be a serious effort to patrésolution into
practice. Those who through their own fault donestore ill-gotten goods or repair unjust injuigd] fnto the same sin
again. Contrition is not sincere if it does notlime a serious will to make reparation as far assitde. The Church
has no power to absolve without an earnest purpibssstitution. Without this, confession is a magkand the adding
of sin to sin. Nothing can take the place of ratitih, neither prayer, nor penance, nor works aietypnor even
almsdeeds, as long as the persons injured are kaowit is possible to make reparation to themtiRgisn should be
made for the smallest as for the greatest injusiticaust be to the last farthing.

Restitution is rare and this is one of the dangésching to injustice. It should make everyonesgaoefore being
dishonest. Restitution is not easy. The attachreetite stolen property which moved the person tgpgssession of it
unjustly, becomes stronger when it is in his pagses He begins to regard it as his own. He planstfe future on the
strength of its possession. He gives himself ofdmsily comforts which they are not inclined toingjuish. It is now
more difficult to restore it than it was to do watlt it in the first instance. Perhaps he has siieninoney or consumed



the goods. Now he must make sacrifices and redscgtdndard of living to restore them. Hence thest restitution is
comparatively rare. Men will not make the necessayrifice. They go even to their death without imglsufficient
effort to restore what they have acquired by unjosains. They place their material comfort, thegiagposition and
that of their families before the salvation of theouls. They face eternal damnation rather thakente sacrifice
which restitution requires and which the law of Giminands. This thought should deter everyone frgustice and
dishonesty. They must make restitution. If redtitutis possible there is no escape. Only a reabsgsibility can
suspend the obligation and that only as long asnipessibility lasts. Is it not better then to besevin time, to be
strictly honest, and not to put a heavy load orrymnscience—a load which only restitution can re@to

WAYS OF INJUSTICE

It is not intended in this short pamphlet to deglyfwith the manifold ways in which injustice méwg committed.
This would require a volume. Besides it is not sseey. Our peoples' instinct in this matter is galhesound. They
know when they are committing sins of injusticee¥imay excuse themselves on the ground that atinerdoing the
same and seem to have no scruple about it. Butkihey in their hearts that they are doing wrongeyare not easy
in their consciences. In serious illnesses or dawdedeath it begins to worry them. We shall therefconfine
ourselves to the chief ways in which injustice neycommitted, namely unjust taking or keeping whglbngs to
another and unjust injury to his property.

UNJUST TAKING

It is unlawful to take another's goods unjustly agdinst the owner's will, that is to say, wherhhe every reason
and right, to be unwilling to be deprived of thelNo injustice is committed when the owner is williry when his
consent can be prudently presumed, or even whemjastly refuses. Thus one may take another's g@wisnst the
owner's will, when he needs them for the presawmati his life, provided that he takes only whatéxessary to meet
this pressing and extreme need. The preservatitiwmfn life is the primary purpose of all earthtyods. So also if
money or value, which is in the possession of awthlearly and certainly belongs to you, and itiyzan get
possession of it by no other means, you can tagecitetly. This method of compensation should hewée resorted
to only rarely. No one is a good judge in his ovase Outside these cases it is unjust and unlawftdke what
belongs to another against his will. It is unjustether the injustice is done secretly by thefterdy and violently by
robbery; whether it is committed in public or ptigzebusiness, in buying, selling or exchange of gondany form;
whether it is by the use of false weights or measor by falsification of documents or any othguahuse of the pen.
"This is the will of God that no man over-reachcocumvent his brother in business, because thd lsothe avenger
of these things”. (Thess iv. 6). Even if goods hglag to another are in your keeping as agent,diaiar administrator
or trustee, it is unjust to spend them, to wastegolander them. Taking or keeping what belongsitoher is not made
just because it has ceased to be regarded as diglabie, because it is condoned by a section ofiguobinion,
because it is regarded as sharp practice ratherftilaand complete dishonesty, because it canlb&ked so as to
escape the full punishment of the law. It is unjubether the owner is an individual, a companypigparate body, or
the State. Many who would scruple robbing or cmgaéin individual seem to have no scruple in roblivegState or a
public body, or a company such as an insuranceansport company. In this matter the outlook of smhthe people
of our country is not sound. There are historiealsons for this outlook, but they are certainlyvadid at the present
time. There is now no valid reason for unscrupuless with regard to property owned by the State;dsporate or
associated bodies. Let those who are guilty inrttaster not decide themselves. They are guiltyjpfstice. They will
have to render an account to the just Judge.

PETTY THEFT

There are some who would not think of grave infesbut who have no scruple about petty thefts. Toeginually
steal or pilfer small amounts, or in business dealithey continually commit small injustices. Pdttgfts are not in
themselves grave sins, unless a person has thgiamef stopping only when a considerable amowast heen taken.
In this case he sins grievously from the beginnmag,on account of the quantity taken each timépbuaccount of the
intention to steal a large amount. Even for pdigfts there is the obligation to restitution ang tbligation certainly
becomes grave when the thief has amassed a catdglemount by his thefts. In addition to beindidirsmall thefts
dull the conscience and prepare the way for grangedf injustice. No one becomes suddenly wickeal tiNef begins
with a big theft.



EMPLOYERS AND WORKERS

Masters are bound to pay the wages of their empkyé&he labourer is worthy of his hire.” (Luke ®).. The
refusal to pay wages, honestly earned, is oneeo$itis which cry to Heaven for vengeance. If tigesdf the business
can afford it, they should pay their employeesvangj wage, that is a wage which will enable a welhducted and
thrifty workman to support himself and his famitydecency and reasonable comfort. The first changany business
should be the provision of a livelihood for thoskomvork in it—the master and owner included. Woskare in their
turn bound in justice to work diligently and welh give just and sufficient labour for the wagesytiteceive, “not
defrauding but in all things showing good fidelityTitus. 11. 10). They have the same obligationgtee honest
labour, to earn their wages whether the employeanisindividual, a company, a public body or thet&tahe
employees of the State are especially bound, bedhespublic good is in question, to do their dutyestly and well,
giving justice to all, rich and poor, without fear favour, without regard to wealth, influence asjpiion. The State
also and all corporate bodies have their obligatioijustice and restitution just as private pesson

UNJUST KEEPING

As it is not lawful to steal, it is not lawful teekp stolen goods. It is not lawful to buy themisIhot lawful to buy
goods which may be reasonably suspected to havedtelen. Such suspicion can arise by reason afidhére of the
goods, the condition of the person selling thentherlow price asked for them. It is generally wila to buy from
children without their parents’ consent. There wonbt be so much injustice in the world if so marere not willing
to buy or keep stolen goods. A person may sayifthat does not buy them another will. In that ciage the other who
sins, and who will have to make restitution. Bute¥hough goods have not been stolen, even thdweghhtave come
into your possession by honest means, it is unlateflkeep them against the will of the owner. Loansl deposits
must be paid back at the specified time. Thingsdonnust be returned to their owners. If a persodsfian article and
takes it into his possession he does not herebyitowmding is not a title to ownership. He is Inolto return it to the
lawful owner. If he does not know who is the owrex,must take reasonable steps to find out. The maluable the
property is, the greater the obligation to restgrand the more careful and diligent should bestsarch for the owner.
The finder can demand compensation for the labndrexpense of seeking the owner and taking canésgiroperty.
The decent owner will show his gratitude in tangifdrm. But even if the owner is ungrateful, theperty must be
returned to him. It is his. He has the right toptssession. When there is no longer any hopendiny the owner the
finder can keep it as his own.

DEBTS

The chief way in which people may sin by unjustbeking what belongs to another is by refusal totpay debts.
The refusal to pay debts is not always regardedig®nourable. It is not even regarded as unjudtsamful. The
commonness of debt is an evil of our time. it iglgadue to modern business methods, accordinghiclwpayment is
often made for goods delivered over a certain pegitd people are made used to owing. It is somsttue to dealers
urging people, whose credit is good, to take goads, pay for them later on when they are able. @saihould not
urge goods on people unless they can pay for themand there. A lifetime of debt is sometimes beiguhat way.
There is also the system of easy payments whictbyneo means easy payments in the long run; asitietyde
payment of interest, and usually high interestyalt as the principal. People going into debt mangét that as a rule
they are paying interest on what they owe as Ia¢hay owe it. In most cases, if it were possibid &easible, it
would be better for them to borrow the money aefinite interest and pay then and there for thedgdbey require.
They would at least know where they stand.

GOING INTO DEBT

Some debts are necessary. They are made necegsingss, sudden losses, unforseen misfortunethdrspring
people may leave to go into debt to buy seeds amlimes. They hope to be able to pay after the barVaere must
be a serious will and intention to pay such neagssebts. Others go into debt without necessitis itot sinful if they
are able to pay and seriously intend to pay. Big imhost unwise. They are putting the first hattesund their necks.
They are perhaps beginning to be debtors all thais. Sin and, when the matter is grave, gravebsigins when
people incur debts without the intention or thedop paying them, when they are in debt and makeffoot to meet
their creditors’ request for payment, or worsd,stvhen instead of trying to pay what they owe,ytltentract new
debts, adding load upon load to their conscier@té graver injustice is committed when they déhgir debts, if the



creditor cannot enforce them, or when they seelpth&ection of the civil courts, and do not mak&ilhand honest
statement of their means. All these are the santleefis They are less honourable than theft abéncase of theft the
owner would take steps to protect his property.

PAYMENT OF DEBTS

If you really cannot pay your debts you do not catrsin by not paying them. No one is bound to datvis
impossible. Those who, through no fault of theirnpware genuinely unable to pay deserve compassidnkend
treatment. Their inability must be genuine. Theystreut down their expenses to what is strictly seagy and try to
put themselves in a position to pay. Many say tihey cannot pay, but their inability is surely genuine. They have
money for everything else, for pleasure, for amus#s) for holidays, for fine clothes, even for géimdand drink,
even for vice. They deny themselves and their f@mihothing. They are better off in the eyes ofwleld, and more
carefree in their lives than those to whom they ,omieo are often at their wits ends to pay their wascause they
cannot get what is owed to them. But it would badreand wiser for them to pay now. The day of oxiRg is only
postponed.

The golden rule is the rule of St. Paul: “Owe nanaaything but to love one another.” (Rom. xiii. Be slow to
go into debt. Pay if you can. Buy nothing unnecgsealess you can pay here and now. If you mustridebts, make
up your mind to pay them as soon as possible. enyself all luxuries and all things unnecessantjlyou have
paid what you owe. Then you will feel happy andesiaf conscience. You will feel independent. You taok the
whole world in the face because you owe not any.man

UNJUST INJURY

When a person steals or refuses to pay his debts @eriching himself at the expense of anothert 8 can
commit injustice without becoming any richer thereWwithout deriving any profit from it, when he urgs another in
his property. The injury must be unjust and culpakhowingly and deliberately committed. One méiidhinjury on
another by an act which is lawful and which one é&aasry right to perform. This is not unjust injutynjust injury
comes from an act which is unjust and unlawfultéelf, and which one has no right to perform, sashnjuring or
damaging another’'s house, his lands, his cropgsofehces. Deliberate malicious injury to privategerty, directly
intended, is comparatively rare. Injury to propestynore commonly committed by negligence, by leg\gates open,
by carelessness of people with regard to propertyebicles entrusted to their care. If this negiice is gross and
culpable, fully conscious and deliberate, theransbligation to reparation of the injury donethe case of State or
public property there is sometimes no scruple istrdging or damaging it. There is often no thoughthe injury
done, no apparent realisation of the injustice cdtech But the law which prohibits injury to thegperty of your
neighbour, also prohibits injury to public properfyhe prohibition is no less grave because no simglividual is
injured. Public order and the public good are ie§uand this is more important than injury to indials.

MANNER OF RESTITUTION

A word about the manner in which restitution shobkimade. It should be made as soon as possiliteislin
existence, the stolen object should be restoratbrifumed or destroyed its value should be restbes suffered by
the owner from being deprived of his property sddu¢ compensated. If the owner is dead restitgimuld be made
to his heir’'s. If all cannot be restored, then agmas possible should be restored. If restitutimmnot be made now,
there should be a firm intention to make it ifstpossible. The person bound to restore must dbdss to make
restitution possible. He is bound to put himselfiroonvenience to do this, to inconvenience in propn to the
amount owed. If he makes no serious effort andligwg/to suffer no inconvenience in order to makearation, it is a
sure sign that he has not a serious and genuihtowdb so. The obligation to restitution is nati@ved because others
are associated with the injustice. Not only thos® wo the actual injury and those who take or keepstolen goods,
but also those who knowingly and effectively haiphe theft or injury as well as those who did pagvent it when
they were bound by their office or position to dphsave obligations to restitution. Lastly, it therreer is not now
known or cannot now be found, goods unjustly aeguor their value must be given to charity or pipusposes. By
the law of God no one is allowed to become riclinjustice.

PRACTISE HONESTY
The rule for true Christians is to have a firm vidl be strictly honest in all their dealings, t&ganothing which
belongs to another, no matter how small, to be raosgous to give in charity than to take in injastilt is the first



duty of a man and of a Christian to be strictly &t to respect the rights of others, to give emeeyhis own. You
must reject all covetous thoughts in the beginnifigis is so important that God has given us a speci
commandment—"thou shalt not covet they neighbogosids” to save us from the beginnings of dishonestyur
thoughts. Children should be taught from theiriearlyears to be strictly honest, to take nothirayyever little, which
does not belong to them. If this is continuallyegdgon them in their childhood and youth, it williveaan effect for
their whole lives. Parents should teach them byrge, by the honesty of their own lives. Childrdrosld not be
allowed to take even the property of their parevitiout permission. The taking may not be very vgobecause the
parents are not very unwilling, but it gives thdditen bad habits, which may last through life.dtas should practise
economy, thrift and order in their lives, and tettofise virtues to their children. By giving theregk good habits they
will help them to be always honest and independent.

REMOVE CAUSE OF DISHONESTY

You must, if it is necessary, remove the causedisbfonesty. In addition to the covetousness offallen nature,
which can be remedied with the help of the grac&ad and respect for his law, there are, in thess,dnany causes
of dishonesty. There is the longing for amusemendteasure, the desire of worldly honours, pasiaad influence,
the desire for social position, to keep up appezsnto live a life of ease or elegance. Theréhésgassion for
spending, for squandering, for living above one&sams. If you wish for the end, you must will theame. If you wish
to abjure dishonesty you must also remove the saldEne of these causes are sufficient to excid®desty. They
may palliate the offence before men. They will justify it before God. To give every one his owraiprimary duty
of man to himself, to his fellow men and to GodtiUme does this he has no right to amusementpe@bposition or
worldly grandeur. Those who are rich can be muerfic Those who are not should cut the cloth acogrth their
measure.

GAMBLING AND DRINK

Two causes of dishonesty deserve special mentamely: gambling and drink. Neither are in themsglsmful
when used in moderation and within the limit of ‘snmeans. But both have the same danger. Theyttebdcome
passions. They tend to make their addicts theweslato lessen their self-respect and their sehkeresty. They make
them less reliable, less capable of honest endeatitshould try to avoid the temptation to thesees, to resist in
the beginning, not to let the habit grow upon th&hen the habit is formed resistance is difficuitl @&ntails a long
struggle to conquer it. People are tempted to bimbs by the longing for excitement, by a falseiorbf legitimate
recreation. A common occasion is idleness. In g, oys were led to drink by occasions offeredlays free from
work, such as holidays of obligation. We shouldumetto the Catholic tradition and keep holy theidens of
obligation, closing all places of business and eigfiig all public houses on these days. They atenided to be days of
prayer and devotion, of rest and legitimate reaweanot days of dissipation during which the seeflsad habits are
sown. We should realise fully the dignity of labotemembering the life of our Divine Lord who fatreexample took
a worker for His foster-father and was Himself arken, remembering also that willingness to worlais essential
quality of true manhood and the root of all trué-sespect and independence.

CONCLUSION
“Some distribute their goods and grow richer, athteke away what is not theirs and. are alwaysantw (Prov. xi.
24). lll-gotten goods do not generally make a perseh. They go quickly. They lead to poverty. Thiesing
unhappiness, and misfortune on the dishonest pensdnf not on him, on his house. The price willgzd even in
this world before many generations have passeds‘iEhithe curse that goeth over the face of ththearand it shall
come to the house of the thief . . and it shallaienin the midst of his house and shall consunwath the timbers
thereof and the stones thereof.” (Zach. v. 5). Nmman ensure the prosperity of his family by dttgn goods. “He
that gathereth together by wronging his own soathgreth together for others, and another will adea all his
goods.” (Eccles. xiv. 4). He cannot ensure his enjoyment of them even for a day. By a single strokfortune he
may lose all. Or the Lord may say to him: “Thoulfdhis night do they demand thy soul of thee, ahse then shalt
these things be which thou hast provided?” (Luke 20). Even if, as sometimes happens, ill-gotteods bring
worldly success and happiness, honour, socialiposipower and influence, “what shall it profit aamif he gain the
whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?” Oratvehall a man give in exchange for his soul?” @Maii. 36-37 ).
There is no exchange worth while for the salvabbgour soul. It is better to hearken to the edreghortation of St.
Paul. “We entreat you, that you use your endeatmire quiet, that you do your own business, anckwath your



own hands as we commanded you, and that you walkstly towards them that are without and that yantwmothing

of any man’s.” (I Thess. iv.ii.). By honest workdaendeavour you may not always secure the richdssoivorld. You

will secure the riches of eternity, the inexprekesiteward of eternal life. May this reward comeytmu, and may the
blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Ghdsscend upon you and remain with you for ever.

Nihil Obstat:
Carolus Doyle, S.J.,
Censor Theol. Deput.

Imprimi Potest:

OJOANNES CAROLUS,
Archiep. Dublinen.,

Hiberniae Primas.

Dublini, die 30 Septembris, 1942.
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